Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.108; data-to-parameter ratio = 8.2.
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Comment
In the present work, the structure of N-(2,6-dimethylphenyl)-benzamide (N26DMPBA) has been determined to study the effect of substituents on the solid state geometries of benzanilides (Gowda et al., 2003; Gowda et al., 2008a; Gowda et al., 2008b) . The conformations of the N-H and C=O bonds in N26DMPBA (Fig.1 ) are anti to each other, similar to that observed in N- (3,4-dimethylphenyl)-benzamide (Gowda et al., 2008a ), N-(2,6-dichlorophenyl)-benzamide (Gowda et al., 2008b ) and other benzanilides (Gowda et al., 2003) . The structure of N26DMPBA has two molecules in its asymmetric 
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to the literature method (Gowda et al., 2003) . The purity of the compound was checked by determining its melting point. It was characterized by recording its infrared and NMR spectra. Single crystals of the title compound were obtained from an ethanolic solution and used for X-ray diffraction studies at room temperature.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H distances of 0.93Å (C-aromatic), 0.96Å (C-methyl) and N-H distances 0.86 Å. The U iso (H) values were set at 1.2 U eq (C,N) and 1.5 U eq (C-methyl). The displacement parameters of C-atoms in aniline ring of both molecules were restrained by use of the SHELXL97 DELU command with default standard deviations. Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound showing the atom labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
